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The Weather Channel’s 
15 World’s Toughest 
Marathons
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Then:
Akron

Allentown
Gary

Toledo
Youngstown

Now: 
Asheville

Chattanooga
Greenville/

Spartanburg
Winston-Salem

www.roanokeoutside.com



www.roanokeoutside.com



www.roanokeoutside.com



www.roanokeoutside.com



Inventory
Assets

Identify
Gaps

Build 
Local
Support

Build 
National
Image
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Identify Gaps
• Improve Accessibility
• Increase User Friendliness
• Create Opportunities
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http://issuu.com/RoanokeOutside/docs/outdoorguide?mode=embed&layout=http://skin.issuu.com/v/light/layout.xml&showFlipBtn=true
http://issuu.com/RoanokeOutside/docs/outdoorguide?mode=embed&layout=http://skin.issuu.com/v/light/layout.xml&showFlipBtn=true
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Build Local Support

• Weekly newsletter
• Event promotion & consultation
• Education
• Contests & giveaways
• Forum for discussion
• Film Festival
• Expo



Build National Image

www.roanokeoutside.com



www.roanokeoutside.com



$646 Billion

Industry
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$646 Billion

Industry
In Virginia:

• $13.6 billion consumer 
spending

• 138,000 jobs
• $923 million state & 

local tax revenue
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Why the 

Outdoors?

• Trends
• Relatively Low Costs
• Economic Impact
• Tourism
• Healthy & Active

• Attracts Talent
• Attracts Companies  
• Why it’s Important to 

Companies
• Development that Follows
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Trickledown Outdoornomics
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Pete Eshelman
pete@roanoke.org
540.392.6989
@roanoke_outside
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